
 
 
April 11, 2016 
 
The Honorable Lisa Murkowski    The Honorable Maria Cantwell    The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
United States Senate              United States Senate          United States Senate 
Washington DC 20510             Washington DC 20510        Washington DC 20510 
 
Re:  Salmon Industry Opposition to S. 2533  
 
Dear Senators Murkowski, Cantwell and Boxer: 
 
We are writing, as members of the West Coast salmon fishing industry and related businesses, to 
express our opposition to S. 2533 (Feinstein).   This legislation, in response to the California 
drought, could result in serious harm to critical salmon runs and to the jobs and economic 
activity that those salmon runs support along the entire West Coast.   
 



California’s salmon fishery supports, when healthy, $1.4 billion economic activity and 23,000 
jobs in California, and half that again in Oregon.  Sixty percent of the salmon taken in Oregon’s 
ocean fishery come from California’s Central Valley.  California salmon supports fishing from 
Central California to Washington.  Salmon fishing jobs go far beyond the dock. We are a wide 
range of businesses, including commercial fishing, marina operations, charter boats, tackle 
manufacturing, retail tackle sales, wholesale and retail fish sales, restaurants and more.   Our 
families and communities depend on a healthy environment and a healthy salmon fishery.  
 
As written, S. 2533 would seriously harm salmon runs, in several ways.  Specifically the bill 
would: 
 

 Interfere with the implementation of current legal protections for Bay‐Delta salmon and 
allow water needed by salmon to be taken away. 

 Require the Bureau of Reclamation to maximize pumping from the Delta. 
 Facilitate the construction of new dam projects that could be harmful to salmon.  
 Guarantee specified levels of water delivery to users that currently receive water 

pursuant to junior water rights.   
 

These concerns are analyzed in greater detail by the Golden Gate Salmon Association.  All of 
these provisions would harm salmon at a time when Bay‐Delta salmon runs are highly 
vulnerable.  In addition, we are deeply concerned that a final bill could be even more damaging 
to salmon, if it is conferenced with H.R. 2898 (Valdado).  That bill contains language even more 
damaging to Bay‐Delta salmon runs.  We oppose H.R. 2898 as well.  
 
As a result of the drought and poor water management, the population of Bay‐Delta salmon has 
declined steeply in recent years.  In 2015, 95 to 98 percent of juvenile wild Sacramento River 
were killed by high water temperatures before they began their migration downstream.  In 
addition, populations of adult Sacramento River salmon in 2015 were only 40 percent of agency 
projections, which caused economic hardship for many of us.   As more drought‐stunted year 
classes reach adulthood, we anticipate that 2016 and the two following years will also be very 
difficult for our industry.  The closure of the California crab fishery has further increased the 
stress on our commercial fishing industry.   
 
Simply put, our industry cannot bear additional harm.  We urge you to ensure that any drought 
legislation passed by Congress provides net benefits for the California salmon industry. 
Fortunately, S. 1837 (Boxer) and H.R. 2983 (Huffman) provide excellent models for legislation 
that responds to the drought without harming the environment and the salmon fishing industry.    
 
Thank you for considering our views and for your leadership on behalf of the fishing community. 
 
Sincerely, 
Salmon Industry West Coast Businesses 
See attached list of opponents to S.2533 
 
Cc:    Senator Diane Feinstein 

Senator Daniel Sullivan 
Senator Patty Murray 
Senator Jeff Merkley 
Senator Ron Wyden 
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Mr. Aaron Garner Distribution Mgr. Big Rock Sports Clackamas OR

Mr. Abe Cuanang Regional Editor Salt Water Sportsman San Francisco CA

Capt. AJ Smith Owner Coho Mooch Charters Seaview WA

Capt. Allen Chin Owner Tigerfish Charters Emeryville CA

Mr. Angelo Cuanang Author Fisherman Fishing How To Books San Francisco CA

Capt. Anthony Urie Owner Operator Vessel F/V Jessica Mae Crescent City CA

Capt. Barbara Emley Owner Vessel F/V Autumn Gale San Francisco CA

Capt. Barry Day Owner Operator Vessel F/V High Seas LLC Half Moon Bay CA

Mr. Bart Hall President Fred Hall Shows Long Beach CA

Capt. Ben Platt Owner Operator Vessel F/V Seastar Windsor CA

Capt. Benji Shake Owner Monterey Sportfishing Center Monterey CA

Capt. Benji Shake Owner Princess Charters Monterey CA

Capt. Bill Binny Owner Operator Vessel F/V Donald B Half Moon Bay CA

Capt. Bill Boling Owner Operator Vessel F/V Advance Eureka CA

Mr. Bill Divens Owner & Guide Salmon King Lodge Red Bluff CA

Mr. Bill Shedd President Aftco Manufacturing Santa Anna CA

Capt. Bob Henry Owner Vessel F/V Maureen Morro Bay CA

Capt. Bob Ingles Owner Queen of Hearts Charters Half Moon Bay CA

Capt. Bob Sparre Owner Bob Sparre's Guide Service Fair Oaks CA

Capt. Brad Staples Partner Western Fishing Adventures Ltd. West Lynn OR

Mr. Brad Staplin President BSA Tackle Sales Citrus Heights CA

Mr. Brent Hutchings CEO & Owner North River Boats Roseburg OR

Capt. Brian Cables Owner Sarah Kay Charters Portland OR

Capt. Butch Smith Owner Coho King Ilwaco WA

Chief Caleen Sisk Chief Winnemem Wintu Tribe Northern CA

Capt. Carol Jones Owner Kahuna Sportfishing Moss Landing CA

Capt. Chad Dahlberg Owner Operator Vessel F/V Pacific Rival Half Moon Bay CA

Capt. Chris Arcoleo Owner Chris Fishing Trips Center Monterey CA

Capt. Chris Arcoleo Owner Star of Monterey Charters Monterey CA

Capt. Chris Arcoleo Owner Check Mate Charters Monterey CA

Capt. Chris Arcoleo Owner Caroline Charters Monterey CA

Capt. Chris Chang Owner Ankeny Charters Half Moon Bay CA

Capt. Chris Duba Owner Silver Fox Charters San Francisco CA

Mr. Chris Hegnes Store Manager Englund Marine Crescent City CA

Capt. Chris Smith Owner Captain Hook Charters Berkeley CA

Capt. Chuck Louie Owner Chucky's Pride Charters San Francisco CA

Capt. Connor Dooley Owner Operator Vessel F/V Breeze III Half Moon Bay CA

Capt. Craig Hanson Owner Argo Charters San Francisco CA

Mr. Craig Stone Owner Emeryville Sportfishing Center Emeryville CA

Capt. Dale Walters Owner Que Sera Sera Charters Half Moon Bay CA

Capt. Dan Durban Owner Operator Vessel F/V Golden Girl San Francisco CA

Mr. Dan Parnel President Leisure Sales Auburn WA

Capt. Dan Schenk Owner Nauti Lady Charters Ilwaco WA

Capt. Dan Snell Owner Operator Vessel F/V Barbara Jo Half Moon Bay CA

Capt. Dan Stuckey Owner Operator Vessel F/V Seabird Half Moon Bay CA

Mr. Dan Wolford President Coastside Fishing Club Napa CA

Capt. Darin Yates Owner Operator Vessel F/V Redeemer Half Moon Bay CA

Capt. Dave Bitts Owner Vessel F/V Elmarue Eureka CA

Capt. Dave Freedman Owner Operator Vessel F/V Sunday Mendocino CA

Capt. David Gudgell Owner West Wind Charters St Paul MN

Mr. David Hurley Editor USA Fishing Hot Sheet Stockton CA

Mr. Dean Fleck Store Manager Englund Marine Newport OR
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Ms, Deb Hammond Vice President Worldwide Distributors Kent WA

Capt. Dennis Baxter Owner New Captain Pete Charters Half Moon Bay CA

Mr. Dennis Deaver Owner Berkeley Live Bait Berkeley CA

Capt. Don Marshall President Small Boat Commercial Fisherman's A. Half Moon Bay CA

Capt. Don Wong Owner C‐Gull Charters Emeryville CA

Mr. Douglas Lasko President Okuma Fishing Tackle Ontario CA

Capt. Duncan MacLean Owner Operator Vessel F/V Major Steppen Stone El Granada CA

Capt. Erik Anfinson Owner Bass Tub Charters San Francisco CA

Capt. Erik Masuda Co‐owner Vessel F/V Sachiko Fish Half Moon Bay CA

Capt. Frank Gee Owner Operator Vessel F/V Ocean Gale Half Moon Bay CA

Capt. Frank Inferera Owner Operator Vessel F/V Aurora Santa Cruz CA

Capt. Frank Rescino Owner Lovely Martha Charters San Francisco CA

Capt. Frank Souza Owner Operator Vessel F/V Two's Co Half Moon Bay CA

Mr. G M Woody Wood Sales Rep Jeff Robles and Associates Rancho Cucamonga CA

Capt. Garrett Rose Owner Operator Vessel F/V Taurus Morro Bay CA

Mr. Gary Dougherty Owner Republic Sports Shop Republic WA

Mr. Gary Durbin Owner Kokaneemart Roseville CA

Mr. Gary Palmer Owner Fly By Night Excursions Santa Rosa CA

Mr. Gary Zurn Vice President Big Rock Sporting Goods Charleston NC

Capt. George Castagnola III Owner Maria E Charters Bodega Bay CA

Capt. George Castagnola Jr. Owner Sandy Ann Charters Bodega Bay CA

Mr. George Harris President CEO Northwest Marine Trades Assn. Seattle WA

Capt. Gretchen Vogel Owner Operator Vessel F/V Krabmandu Half Moon Bay CA

Capt. Harry Bresnahan Owner Harry Bresnahan's Guide Service Woodland WA

Capt. Ivan Hotz Owner Jade Rose Charters Berkeley CA

Capt. J D Richey Owner Richey Sportfishing Sacramento CA

Capt. Jack Carlson Owner Vessel F/V Sea Wolf Fort Bragg CA

Capt. Jacky Douglas Owner Wacky Jacky Charters San Francisco CA

Capt. James McCormick Owner Becky Ann Charters San Francisco CA

Capt. James Smith Owner California Dawn Charters Berkeley CA

Capt. James Townsend Owner Osprey Charters Point Richmond CA

Capt. Jason Russey Owner Longfin Charters Berkeley CA

Capt. Jay Lopez Owner Righthook Charters Berkeley CA

Capt. Jay Yokomizo Owner New Huck Finn Charters Emeryville CA

Capt. Jeff Finch Owner Operator Vessel F/V Marander Half Moon Bay CA

Capt. Jeff Olsen Owner Doll‐Finn Charters Vancouver WA

Capt. Jeff Scurp Owner Escapade Charters Astoria OR

Capt. Jeff, Lori French Owner Operators Vessel F/V Lagosta II Morro Bay CA

Mr. Jim Martin Conservation Dir. Berkley Conservation Institute Mulino OR

Capt. Jim Pepper Owner Vessel F/V Westerly Humboldt CA

Mr. Jim Pickens Owner The Fishermans Friend Lodi CA

Capt. Jim Robertson Owner Outer Limits Charters Sausalito CA

Capt. Jim Salter Owner Operator Vessel F/V Westerly Half Moon Bay CA

Capt. Jimmy Phillips Owner Operator Vessel F/V Kimberly Rose Half Moon Bay CA

Capt. Joe Nungaray Owner Vessel F/V Michael Too Morro Bay CA

Capt. Joe Wallace Owner Operator Vessel F/V Sea Pearl Crescent City CA

Capt. Joel Kawahara Owner Operator Vessel F/V Karolee Quilcene WA

Capt. John Atkinson Owner New Rayann Charters Sausalito CA

Capt. John Koeppen Owner Operator Vessel F/V Lula Pillar Point CA

Mr. John McManus Executive Director Golden Gate Salmon Association Petaluma CA

Capt. Jon Yokomizo Owner Sea Wolf Charters Emeryville CA

Mr. Joseph Donatini President Johnson Hicks Marine Electronics Santa Cruz CA
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Capt. Joseph Gallia Sr. Owner New Easy Rider Berkeley CA

Capt. Joseph Nazar Owner Happy Day Charters San Francisco CA

Mr. Justin Kelly Fishing Manager RMI Outdoors Eureka CA

Mr. Kelley Reichner Buyer Fisherman's Marine Portland OR

Mr. Ken Elie President Outdoor Pro Shop Cotati CA

Capt. Ken Stagnaro Owner Stagnaro Charters Center Santa Cruz CA

Capt. Ken Stagnaro Owner Velocity Charters Santa Cruz CA

Capt. Ken Stagnaro Owner Legacy Charters Santa Cruz CA

Capt. Kenny Clark Owner Operator Vessel F/V Genki Moss Beach CA

Mr. Kent Harrington COO & General Mgr VF Grace Inc. Anchorage AK

Capt. Kevin Newell Owner Total Fisherman Guide Service Astoria OR

Mr. Kurt Englund President Englund Marine Astoria OR

Capt. Larry Andre Owner Operator Vessel F/V Genesis Half Moon Bay CA

Capt. Larry Collins President Crab Boat Owners Association San Francisco CA

Capt. Larry Fortado Owner Operator Vessel F/V Sunshine Half Moon Bay CA

Mr. Layne McGowan Owner Gunarama Wholesale Spokane WA

Ms. Liz Hamilton Executive Director Northwest Sportfishing Industry Asn Oregon City OR

Mr. Lonnie Schmidt President Sport Service Fife WA

Capt. Loyal Holmes Owner Mar‐b111 Charters Ocean Park WA

Mr. Mac Huff Owner Eagle Cap Fishing Joseph OR

Mr. Marcus Weiner President Fish Alaska Magazine Eagle River AK

Capt. Mark Charlton Owner Ruby Sea Charters Warrenton OR

Capt. Mark Charlton Owner Operator Vessel F/V Ruby Sea Warrenton OR

Capt. Mark Chow Owner Magic Woman Charters Berkeley CA

Mr. Mark Fleck Store Manager Englund Marine Charleston OR

Mr. Mark Haynes Partner Haynes‐Florance and Assoc. Manteca CA

Mr. Michael Coombs Owner Outdoor Emporium Seattle WA

Capt. Michael McHenry Owner Operator Vessel F/V Merva W Half Moon Bay CA

Mr. Mike Augney Publisher USAfishing.Com Sebastopol CA

Capt. Mike Bogue Owner Mike Bogue's Guide Service Redding CA

Capt. Mike Cassenlli Owner Coho Sally Charters Ilwaco WA

Mr. Mike Chamberlain Owner Teds Sport Center Lynnwood WA

Mr. Mike Chamberlain Sales Rep Jeff Robles and Associates Stockton CA

Mr. Mike Hammond President Hammond Marine Electronics San Francisco CA

Capt. Mike Hudson Owner Operator Vessel F/V Cash Flo II Berkeley CA

Capt. Mike McCorckle Owner Operator Vessels F/V Pieface F/V Theresa Ann Santa Barbara CA

Mr. Mike McMullen General Manager Blackbirds Medford OR

Capt. Mike Narver Owner Ankney Street Charters Portland OR

Mr. Mike Nussman President American Sportfishing Association Fairfax VA

Capt. Milt Gudgell Owner Westward Charters Seaview WA

Capt. Nick Hurley Owner Lady Di Charters Salem OR

Capt. Ollie Olson Owner Midnight Dancer Charters Battle Ground WA

Capt. Pat Schenk Owner Four Seasons Charters Ilwaco WA

Mr. Pat Schmidt Sales Rep Don Coffey Company Long Beach CA

Mr. Paul Foster Store Manager Englund Marine Westport WA

Mr. Paul Johnson President Monterey Market San Francisco CA

Mr. Paul Kaplin President KKMI Maritime Shipyard Point Richmond CA

Capt. Perry Kerson Owner Sea Turtle Charters Sausalito CA

Capt. Perry Vanover Owner Sea Breeze Charters Ilwaco WA

Capt. Peter Bruno Owner Randy's Fishing Trips Center Monterey CA

Capt. Peter Bruno Owner Chubasco Charters Monterey CA

Capt. Peter Bruno Owner Sir Randy Charters Monterey CA
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Mr. Peter Foley Owner Boone Bait Company Winter Park FL

Capt. Phil Havlicek Owner Reel Time Charters Sausalito CA

Mr. Phil Morelock Conservation Dir. Shimano America Irvine CA

Mr. Phil Pritting Store Manager Englund Marine Eureka CA

Capt. Porter McHenry Owner Operator Vessel F/V Juliet Half Moon Bay CA

Mr. R.D. Figgins President Dick Nite Spoons Lake Stevens WA

Mr. Randy Repass Founder West Marine Watsonville CA

Capt. Rein Pirke Owner Operator Vessel F/V Sichera Half Moon Bay CA

Mr. Rich Basch Owner Ollie Damon's Portland OR

Capt. Rich White Owner Shark Bait Charters Bodega Bay CA

Mr. Richard Pool President Pro‐Troll Fishing Products Concord CA

Mr. Richard Zeilenga Chief Opr officer Tackle Warehouse San Luis Obispo CA

Capt. Rick Hamshel Owner Operator Vessel F/V Pale Horse Fresno CA

Capt. Rick Powers Owner New Sea Angler Charters Bodega Bay CA

Capt. Rick Powers Owner Surf Scooter Charters Bodega Bay CA

Capt. Rob Gudgell Owner Katie Marie Charters Longview WA

Capt. Robert Gallia Owner El Dorado I Charters Berkeley CA

Capt. Robert Gieskens Owner Operator Vessel F/V Morgan Half Moon Bay CA

Capt. Roger Thomas President Golden Gate Fisherman's Assoc. Sausalito CA

Capt. Roger Thomas Owner Salty Lady Charters Sausalito CA

Mr. Ron Garner President Puget Sound Anglers 15 Chapters State Wide WA

Mr. Roy Gray Owner Roy Gray and Associates Auburn CA

Capt. Russ Ott Owner Operator Vessel F/V Shellfish Vallejo CA

Mr. Scott Hill Owner Western Boat and Tackle San Rafael CA

Capt. Sean Daugherty Owner Sean Daugherty Charters San Rafael CA

Capt. Sean Hodges Owner Hog Heaven Charters Sausalito CA

Mr. Shane Soumrela Store Manager Englund Marine Ilwaco WA

Capt. Skylen Freet Owner Sky's Guide Service Sandy OR

Capt. Steve Fosmark Owner Operator Vessel F/V Seealder Pebble Beach CA

Capt. Steve Masuda Co‐owner Vessel F/V Sachiko Half Moon Bay CA

Capt. Steve Sohlistrom Owner Salty Dog Charters Portland OR

Capt. Steve Talmage Owner Flash Charters San Francisco CA

Capt. Steven Kessling Director Seattle Fishing Charters Ltd. Edmonds WA

Mr. Terry Peterson Vice President Daiwa Corporation Cypress CA

Capt. Tim and Sherry Klassen Owner Operator Reel Steel Sportfishing Eureka CA

Capt. Tim Harrell Owner Sea Quest Charters Seaview WA

Mr. Tim Sloane Exec Director Pacific Coast Fed of Fisheries Asn. San Francisco CA

Capt. Todd Magaline Owner Blue Runner Charters Sausalito CA

Mr. Tom Hester President Poulsen Cascade Tackle LLC. Clackamas OR

Capt. Tom Marriman Owner Pacific Dreamer Charters Portland OR

Capt. Tom McCray Owner Operator Vessel F/V Tonto II Moss Landing CA

Mr. Tom Posey Principal Tom Posey Company Tigard OR

Capt. Tom Prozialeck Owner Comanche Charters Seattle WA

Capt. Tom Zizzo Owner Wild Wave Charters San Francisco CA

Capt. Trent State Owner Biteme Charters San Rafael CA

Capt. Tyler Butler Owner Operator Vessel F/V Reelization Half Moon Bay CA

Mr. Vance Staplin Owner Vance's Tackle Citrus Heights CA

Mr. Vic Cutter Vice President Pacific Bay International Sequim WA

Mr. Victor Becerra Distribution Mgr. Big Rock Sports Fresno CA

Mr. Victor Gonella Founder Golden Gate Salmon Association Petaluma CA

Mr. Wayne Kotow Executive Director CCA California San Diego CA

Ms. Yvette Hudson Owner Hudson Fish Co Berkeley CA


