July 12, 2022

The Honorable Martha Williams
Director

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1849 C Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

RE: 2022-2023 Station-Specific Hunting and Sport Fishing Regulations
Dear Director Williams,

The undersigned recreational fishing businesses and organizations write to express opposition to
restricting lead fishing tackle as proposed in the United States Fish and Wildlife Service’s
(USFWS) 2022-2023 Station-Specific Hunting and Sport Fishing Regulations (Docket Number:
FWS-HQ-NWRS-2022-0055).

The sportfishing industry fully supports conservation and we have a long record of making
changes and sacrifices for the betterment of the environment. However, conservation must be
rooted in sound science.

The proposed rule simply states, “lead ammunition and tackle may have negative impacts on
both wildlife and human health,” with no supportive documentation on what wildlife and human
health impacts have been identified in these refuges to support wholesale lead tackle bans.

In general, efforts to ban lead fishing tackle have been based on concerns regarding mortality of
individual waterfowl due to incidental ingestion. Common loons are the most frequently cited
species with lead tackle interactions. However, fish and wildlife in the U.S. are managed at the
population — not individual — level. Loon populations are stable or increasing throughout their
range and are listed as a species of “least concern” by the International Union for Conservation
of Nature.

Nevertheless, several states within the nesting range of loons, primarily in the northeastern U.S.,
have implemented restrictions on lead sinkers and jigs. These restrictions are based on a weight
or length range most likely to be ingested by loons.

While these state restrictions lack justification based on population-level impacts, in contrast, the
USFWS’s proposed rule lacks any justification whatsoever. The two refuges in which lead
fishing tackle would be prohibited are not located within the breeding or wintering range of
loons. We are unaware of any wildlife species located in these refuges that are experiencing
negative population-level impacts from lead fishing tackle, and the proposed rule does not
provide any explanation.

In addition, the proposed rule is not even limited to certain categories of tackle that an individual
animal such as waterfowl might practically encounter, instead banning all types of lead fishing
tackle. Lead can be found in a wide range of tackle, including sinkers, jigs, weighted fly line,



ballast in lures, spinners, other terminal tackle and even components in reels. A strict
interpretation of the language in the rule as proposed would ban a wide range of fishing
equipment far beyond sinkers and jigs, which are typically the categories targeted by lead tackle

restrictions.

Anglers should have the option of choosing non-lead tackle alternatives, but it is important to
recognize that these alternatives generally come with the tradeoff of higher cost or poorer
performance. Unnecessarily mandating changes of traditionally used fishing tackle can
negatively impact fishing participation, economic activity and conservation funding.

We urge USFWS to follow the science and recognize that anglers should continue to be allowed

to use traditional fishing tackle as they safely have for generations.

Sincerely,

Jim Coble, President
13 Fishing
Clearwater, FL

Jennifer Jones, CEO
4HER Outdoor Apparel, LLC
Cumming, GA

Barry K. Stockhaus, Executive VP of Sales
A Band of Anglers
West Palm Beach, FL

Ben Secrest, Vice President, Marketing
Accurate Fishing Products
Corona, CA

Jeff Miller, Director of Sales and Marketing
Active Manufacturing
Spring Lake, MI

Angie Thompson, Principal
ADD Collective
Panama City Beach, FL

Steve Smith, Owner
Adventure Studios
Edgewater, FL

Casey Shedd, President
AFTCO
Santa Ana, CA

Van Harris, President
Alexander & Townsend
Olathe, KS

Matt Massey, Chief Marketing Officer
American Baitworks
Ocean Springs, MS

Michael Shields, President
American Fishing Wire
Coatesville, PA

Tom Ashby, Founder

American Legacy Fishing & Outdoors,
LLC

Evansville, IN

Michael Wu, President
American Premier Corp.
Ontario, CA

Matthew Lardinois, Owner
Amped Outdoors
Hudson, WI

John Kriete, President/CEO
Angler's World
Clermont, FL



John Weiss, CEO
Anything Possible Brands
Springfield, MO

Steve Tucker, National Sales Manager
Aquatic Nutrition, Inc
Eustis, FL

Emily Crosby, Marketing Manager
AVID Sportswear
Palm Beach Gardens, FL

Jack Wells, President
B & M Pole Co., Inc
West Point, MS

Trip Banks, President
Banks, Inc.
Lake Forest, IL

Mark Lassagne, President
Bass Angler Magazine
Dixon, CA

John Mazurkiewicz, Board President
Bass Fishing Hall of Fame
Springfield, MO

Ali Hussainy, CEO
BD Outdoors
San Diego, CA

Tyler Brown, COO
BIG Adventures, LLC
Fletcher, NC

Tammy Foshee, President
Big Bite Baits, Inc.
Eufaula, AL

Mark Davis, Owner/Host
BigWater Adventures TV
Lexington, SC

Patrick Lynch, Owner
Bionic Bait
Pompano Beach, FL

Bob George, Vice President of Sales,
Marketing, and Business Development
Blackbird Products Group, LLC
Cincinnati, OH

Eros Cattaneo, CEO
Bluefin USA / Alutecnos
Miami, FL

Sal Vallone, President
Bob Sands Fishing Tackle
Van Nuys, CA

Scott Salyers, Fishing Group Publisher
Bonnier Corporation
Palmetto Bay, FL

Glenn Bushee, President/CEO
Brite-Strike Technologies Inc.
Duxbry, MA

Joe Crumrine, President
Bullet Weights
Alda, NE

Holly Williams, President
Cablz, Inc
Birmingham, AL

Tim Hemenway, Co-Owner
Camp-Zero
Maryland Heights, MO

Scott Makway, President
Can-Am Sales Group, LL.C
Gurnee, IL

Larry Griffin, President
Cape Hatteras Anglers Club
Buxton, NC



Carl Liederman, President
Capt. Harry's Fishing Supply
Miami, FL

Kenneth Giancola, Manager
Cardinal Tackle LL.C
Belford, NJ

Jay Madden, CEO
Castaic Fishing
McKinney, TX

Aledia Hunt Tush, President
CB's Saltwater Outfitters
Sarasota, FL

Eric Cosby, VP Outdoor Products
CEMCO, Inc. / Top Brass Tackle
Starkville, MS

Bill Madala, Owner
CLICKBAIT
Racine, WI

Frank-Paul King, President
Composite Forge
Grand Prairie, Texas

Cal Munkvold, President
Connect-Ease
Prior Lake, MN

Denise Bradford, Owner/Manager
Coyote Bait & Tackle, Inc.
Coyote, CA

Rick Luffman, President
Crane Max Outdoors
Ft. Pierce, FL

Dan Dannenmueller Sr., Publisher/Owner
CrappieNOW/CatfishNOW.com Ezines
Tallassee, AL

Matt Blackburn, Owner
Crash's Landing
Morehead, KY

Chris Kent, President
Creme Lure/Burke Flex-O
Tyler, TX

Karl Crook, President and CEO

Crook and Crook Fishing and Marine
Supplies

Miami, Florida

Capt. Rick Constantine, VP of Marketing &
General Manager

Cuda Brand

Shelton, CT

Mike Powell, General Manager
Cumings Nets
Flint, MI

Vitaly Pchelnikov, CEO
Cyberfishing Inc.
West Palm Beach, FL

Donna Kalez, COO

Dana Wharf Sportfishing & Whale
Watching

Dana Point, CA

Joshua Fuld, President
Dark Matter Fishing, Inc
Oakdale, NY

Dave Kranz, Owner
Dave's Bait, Tackle & Taxidermy
Crystal Lake, IL

Chris Dawson, Owner
Dawson Agency
Clearwater, FL

Ron Avery, Owner
Deathwish Lures
Munising, MI



Debbie Brown, President
Decal Connection, Inc
Clarksville, TN

Tom Murphy, CEO/Owner
Dixie Jet Lures
Richland, MO

Dan Beaudoin, Co-Owner/CEO
DMF Bait Company
Waterford, MI

Jason Haefner, President
Do-It Corporation
Denver, 1A

Phil Lillo, CEO/Owner
Don Coffey Company
Orlando, FL

Dan Rogers, Principal
Donaldson & Associates, Inc.
Homer Glen, IL

Kevin Johnson, National Sales Manager
Douglas Outdoors
Phoenix, NY

Brian Bychowski, President
DU-BRO Products, Inc
Wauconda, IL

Mike Jackson, President
Eagle Claw Fishing Tackle
Denver, CO

Scott Apple, Sales Manager
East West Embroidery, LL.C
Alpharetta, GA

Jordan Schleider, Owner
EJS Charters
Boca Raton, FL

Mike Dixon, Vice President and General
Manager

Engel Coolers

Jupiter, FL

Steven Garrette, President & CEO
Engineered Textile Solutions
Shelton, CT

Dylan Coates, Senior Marketing
Coordinator

Eyeking, LLC

Hauppauge, NY

Neil Miritello, President
F.J. Neil Company, Inc.
Lindenhurst, NY

Gabe Miller, Buyer
Farwest Sports, Inc.
Fife, WA

Robert Cartlidge, President/CEO
Federation Angler
Ponca City, OK

Sean Kunzer, President
Ferguson-Keller Associates Inc.
Buffalo, MN

Jim Dunbar, President
Fiber Consulting Services, LLC
Mechanicsville, VA

Chad Watts, CEO
Firefly Marine
Pinson, AL

Tim Mossberg, President/Founder
Fish Monkey Gloves
Destin, FL

Jeff Goldberg, President
FISH307, LLC
Lake George, NY



Dan Pastore, Chairman
FishUSA, Inc.
Fairview, PA

Peter Schulz, President
Fishing Headquarters
Jupiter, FL

Charlie Puckett, Director of Marketing &
Sales
Flambeau Outdoors

Middlefield, OH

Linda Sheldon, CEO
Flying Fisherman
Islamorada, FL

Louis Chemi, Vice President and General
Manager

Freedom Boat Club

Venice, FL

Dennis Clark, President

Frontier Sales and Marketing Group
LLC

Katy, TX

Stefano Pucci, President
G. Pucci & Sons Inc.
Brisbane, CA

Jim Hardin, GR and Compliance Manager
Grady-White Boats
Greenville, NC

William Humphreys, Jr., President
H&H Lure Company
Baton Rouge, LA

Tom Putnam, President
Half Hitch Tackle
Panama City, FL

John H. Barrett, VP Sales & Marketing
Havalon
Cincinnati, OH

Robert Perez, Partner
Hawg Tech, LLC
Palm Beach Gardens, FL

Yosuke Toma, Vice President
Hayabusa U.S.A., Inc.
Denton, TX

Marlene Cipriani, Operations Manager
Hopkins Fishing Gear, Inc.
Northumberland, PA

Trey Epich, Sr. Vice President of Product
House of Outdoors
Frisco, TX

Darrell Keith, President
Hydro Glow, Inc
Eatonton, GA

Dale Wills, Publisher/Editor
InTheBite
Jupiter, FL

Jake Major, Owner
Iron Decoy
Newport, PA

Jay Gemma, President
J.D. Gemma & Associates
Shrewsbury, MA

Daren Sherwood, CEO
Jafari Hats and HMI
Margate, FL

Colt Benedict, Owner
Jawtec Bait Company
Forney, TX

Jeff Poet, President
Jay’s Sporting Goods
Clare, MI



Jonathan Collins, President
JB Langley Gear LLC
Russellville, AR

Jeff Robles, President
Jeff Robles & Associates
Rockwall, TX

Tom Fote, Legislative Chairman

Jersey Coast Anglers Association, Inc.

Toms River, NJ

Robert Shamblin, Vice President
JL Marine Systems, Inc.
Tampa, FL

Don Patnaude, President
Jones & Company Inc.
Stuart, FL

Shannon Martin, Executive Director
Kenai River Sportfishing Association
Soldotna, AK

Dena Vick, CEO
King Eider Communication, LLC
Little Rock, AR

Trey Kistler, President
KISTLER Fishing
Magnolia, TX

Gerry Benedicto, General Manager
Kureha America, Inc
Louisville, KY

Eric Bachnik, President
L & S Bait Company
Largo, FL

Darin Novak, Vice President
Lake-Link, Inc.
Green Lake, WI

Sara Lamson, Sales and Marketing Director
Lakewood Products
Sumico, WI

San Fu Lee, President
Lee Fisher International Inc.
Tampa, FL

Jeff Smith, Owner/CEO
Leland’s Lures
Searcy, AR

Brent Shores, Owner
Lucky2creations Inc
Boise, ID

Toby Larocque, President
MagBay Lures
Salt Lake City, UT

Dan Kuenzi, VP of Sales and Marketing
Magic Products, Inc.
Ambherst Junction, WI

Jim Hauck, General Manager
Malin Company
Brook Park, OH

Clark M. Lea, Jr., President
Marine Metal Products
Clearwater, FL

Skyler Martens, Owner-Operator
Martens Outdoors
Great Valley, NY

Don Maschmedt, CEO
Maschmedt & Associates
Renton, WA

Mike Powell, General Manager
Mason Tackle Company
Otisville, MI



Tim Schoonover, President
Maxima USA
Hillsboro, OR

Justin Cameron, Director
Maxxon Outfitters
Kent, WA

John Elson, Owner
Megabait Lures
San Diego, CA

John Crews, President/Owner
Missile Baits, LLC
Salem, VA

Boyd Duckett, President & CEO
MLFLW LLC
Guntersville, AL

Mat Hutchinson, General Manager — North
America

Mustad

Miami, FL

Pat Neu, President
National Professional Anglers Association
Forestville, W1

Brooks Woodward, President
Nichols Lures of Georgia, Inc
Thomasville, GA

Gregg Wollner, CEO
Northland Fishing Tackle
Bemidji, MN

Blake Young, President
NuCanoe, Inc
Bellingham, WA

Doug Lasko, President
Okuma Fishing Tackle Corp.
Ontario, CA

Chris Megan, Publisher
On The Water Media Group
East Falmouth, MA

Adam Osborne, Partner
Osborne Media
Bangor, ME

Steve Harris, President
Outdoor Marketing Group Inc.
Denton, NC

Chris Buttrum, Owner
Outdoor Trader
Wauwatosa, WI

Bryan Tucker, CEO
Outdoor Traditions, LL.C
Clearwater, FL

Kolt Ringer, President
Outdoors Insight, Inc.
Crosslake, MN

Derek White, CEO
Overboard Products
Denham Springs, Louisiana

Michael Brinson, Owner
Overboard Technologies, Inc.
Myakka City, FL

Kat Shitanishi, President
Owner American Corporation
Costa Mesa, CA

Michael Scaglione, Buyer
Pacific Catch
Auburn, CA

Dosh McClendon, Owner and CEO
Pacific Products
Novato, CA



James Coftfey, President
Pitman Creek Wholesale
Hustonville, KY

Michele Diodati, Founder/Owner
Plum Island Soap Co.
Newburyport, MA

Ross Gilsrud, Managing Director
PointsNorth Search Group
Crosslake, MN

Bruce Stanton, Vice President and General
Manager

PRADCO-Fishing

Fort Smith, AR

Jeremiah Dietrich, Co-Owner
Premier Sales Solutions, LL.C
Creston, CA

Dick Pool, President
Pro-Troll Fishing Products
Concord, CA

Dave Bulthuis, President
Pure Fishing
Columbia, SC

Matt Jensen, Director of Marketing
Rapala
Minnetonka, MN

Andy Segner, Sales Manager
Rassat Outdoor Group
Maple Lake, MN

Kenneth Eubanks, Chief Executive Officer
Rather Outdoors
Columbia, SC

Tom Ratté, Owner
Ratté Sales Co., Inc.
White Bear Lake, MN

Alan Gnann, President
REC Components
Stafford Springs, CT

Hunter Johnson, CEO
Redfin Polarized LLC
Madison, GA

Jason Miller, Owner/Founder
Reel Battery
Pompano Beach, FL

Corey Cornacchio, Vice President Retail
Sales

Reliefband

Horsham, PA

Randy Pausina, Executive Director
RFRI
Covington, LA

Rich McNamara, Owner
Rick’s Fishsticks LL.C
St. Helena, SC

Stefanie Reifler, Vice President of Direct
Sales

Rinse Off Systems, LL.C

Tempe, AZ

Chris Witt, Owner/Designer
Rippin Hoo Teaser Company
Gig Harbor, WA

Roy Gray, Principal

Roy Gray Manufacturers Sales
Representative

Auburn, CA

Lenny Rudow, Angler in Chief
Rudow's FishTalk Magazine
Annapolis, MD



Scott Lindstam, Jr. and Ryan Cooper,
Owners

RWC Fishing, LLC

Plant City, FL

Demi O’Connor Landers, National Sales
Manager

Salt Life

Columbus, GA

Georgios Toris, Vice President
Salta Americas Inc.
Port Saint Lucie, FL

Jack Morrissey, Marketing Manager
Salty Crew
Newport Beach, CA

Jaime Diamond, CEO
Santa Barbara Landing
Santa Barbara, CA

Nathan Martin, CEO/Owner
Sea Clear Power Inc.
Cherokee, AL

Michael LeBlanc, Board Member
Sea Star Base Galveston
Galveston, TX

Rick Hall, Global Sales Manager
SeaGuide
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA

Ken Maszy, President
Seaworx Fishing
Jacksonville, FL.

Steven Kulcak, CEO/Owner
Sight Cast Fishing Company
Houston, TX

Nathan Garrison, Co-Founder, Director of
Sales and Marketing

Sharkbanz

Mt. Pleasant, SC

Dave Pfeiffer, President
Shimano North America
Ladson, SC

Jenn Stegura, Vice President, Marketing
Skinny Water Culture
Stuart, FL

Mark Slater, President
Slater Sales, Inc.
Norwood Young America, MN

Sean Rice, Owner
Sliprig LL.C
Chicago, IL

Charles Fitzgerald, Director of Sales
Smith’s Consumer Products, Inc.
Hot Springs, AR

Trey Helms, President
Sniper Marine LLC
Maryville, TN

Jon Jordan, President
Southern Audio Services, Inc
Baton Rouge, LA

Paul Gluhanich, President
Southern Connecticut Tackle Inc
Milford, CT

Roger Perkins, COO
Southern Spincasting
Clanton, AL

Rob Southwick, President
Southwick Associates
Fernandina Beach, FL

Erik Hennesay, President
Spearpoint Performance Hooks
Visalia, CA



Katie Tuinstra Rawlins, Marketing Manager
Spike It Outdoors, Inc.
Brooklet, GA

Hughes Andry, President
Sportco Marketing
Marysville, OH

Danny Sweeney, Director of Sales &
Marketing

Springfield Marine

Nixa, MO

Ken Franke, President
Sportfishing Association of California
San Diego, CA

Jesse Simpkins, Director of Marketing
St. Croix Rod
Park Falls, WI

Matt Fretwell, President/Principal Partner
Stayput Anchor, LLC
South Daytona, FL

Ryan Kuhns, Partner
Stealth Stixx
Eagle, ID

Josh Hopkins, General Manager
Stryker Rods
Eugene, OR

Desiree Haller, CEO
SubSafe, Inc
Port Orange, FL

Ray Goeke Jr., President
Suggs Nicholas Shea Co.
Reading, PA

Tony Gergely, President
Sure-Life Laboratories Corp.
Sequin, TX

Kevin Jackson, Director of Marketing
SureCan Incorporated
North Ogden, UT

Mike Acord, Secretary/Treasurer
Susquehanna Fishing Tackle Inc.
Columbia, PA

Patrick Gill, CEO
TackleDirect
Egg Harbor Twp, NJ

Corey Schmidt, CMO
Tackle Warehouse
San Luis Obispo, CA

John Skrabo, President
Tak Logic
Ettrick, WI

Richard Kovacs, President
Tall Pines Tackle
Punta Gorda, FL.

Michael Gilbert, Key Account Director
TCB Companies
Perry, IA

Frank-Paul King, President
Temple Fork Outfitters
Grand Prairie, Texas

Ardia Neves, Vice President and
Advertising Director

Texas Fish & Game

Spring, TX

Marc Smith, CEO
The Hammond Group
Wheaton, IL

Yunior Dominguez, Owner
The BallyHoop
Hialeah, FL



Bob Feldsott, President & CEO
The Folsom Corp & Bimini Bay
Outfitters Ltd.

Mahwah, NJ

Patrick Noles, President
The Rapallo Group
Saint Louis, MO

Peter Ridd, President
Thomas Lures, Inc.
Hawley, PA

Thomas Langton, Co-Owner
Tightline Anchor Inc.
Dothan, AL

Cody Tedford, Owner & CEO
Toad Thumper Lure Co.
Bentonville, AR

Dave Burkhardt, President
Trik Fish LLC
Clermont, FL.

Scott Head, CFO
Trophy Technology
McKinney, TX

Ron Stallings, Retail Merchandising
Manager

TTI-Blakemore Fishing Group
Wetumpka, AL

Randy K. Rae, Director of Marketing
Utica Cutlery Company
Utica, NY

Greg Meunier, Owner/President
Vicious Fishing
Newburgh, IN

Ben Miller, Director of Sales/Operations
VMC Incorporated
Minnetonka, MN

Andy Petersen, Owner
Wellman Sports Marketing, LL.C
Plymouth, MN

Michael Winegar, Vice President
West Coast Corporation
Ontario, CA

Wayne Wasulko, Owner
Westernbass.com
Citrus Heights, CA

Dan Noriega, Owner
Willow Enterprises
Union Hall, VA

Jerry Bench II, National Sales Manager
Win-Tron Electronics
Manasquan, NJ

Todd Hammill, CEO
Wired2fish, Inc.
Grand Rapids, MN

Lon Baker, President
Wolf Premium Oils
Kingsport, TN

Cary Hinze, CEO/Owner
WTF-What The Fin
Greenville, SC

Dan McDonald, President
Yakima Bait Company
Granger, WA

Daniel Nussbaum, President
Z-Man Fishing Products, Inc.
Ladson, SC

Alan Granovsky, CEO
Zeppelin Products, Inc.
Fort Lauderdale, FL



