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YOUTH COASTAL FISHING PROGRAM ACT
Recreational fishing is a great way to connect people,
especially youth, to nature.

Not only does spending time in nature provide health benefits,1 but research has also shown that participants
in outdoor recreation place higher importance on environmental values 2 and stand as stronger conservation
stewards. 3 This is clearly the case with the recreational anglers, who collectively contribute $1.7 billion annually
to conservation through license fees, excise taxes and direct donations.4
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recreation in a safe, accessible and inclusive space is
needed to grow participation.
In coastal areas, the ocean may provide the closest
and most accessible form of nature in which to recreate.
Coastal areas account for less than 10% of the total land in
the contiguous United States yet are home to almost 40%
of the U.S. population.8
There are numerous examples of programs around
the country in which state and local organizations and
agencies take youth fishing. Children come away with
special memories of a fun day on the water and a better
understanding of the marine environment. For many, this
ocean adventure is a first-time experience.

By expanding these programs and exposing more youth
to fishing, barriers to the outdoors can be broken.
Children can gain the skills and confidence to continue
recreating in the outdoors. Hopefully, children will also
gain a lifelong love for the sport and continue to fish
into adulthood, passing their knowledge on to young
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people in their families and communities.

Some federal agencies have programs that include connecting youth to nature,
including the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service’s Urban Wildlife Conservation Program
and the U.S. Forest Service’s Urban and Community Forestry Program. However,
there is no similar outdoor connection program within the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), which manages federal marine fisheries.
The Youth Coastal Fishing Program Act would create a new grant program within
the Department of Commerce, administered by NOAA, to fund community-based
programs that take youth fishing in the ocean and Great Lakes. This program
would improve equitable access to nature by providing youth with experiences on
the water interacting first-hand with the marine environment, lessons in marine
science and environmental stewardship they otherwise may never receive and set
them on a path to continued participation in outdoor recreation.

Youth Coastal Fishing Program
Act Overview
• Authorizes $2 million for FY23, administered by NOAA, to award
grants for youth fishing projects
• Eligible recipients are nonprofits, education institutions, state, local
and tribal governments and Native Hawaiian organizations
• Funds can be used for purchasing equipment, transportation, boat/
guide rental, and other related expenses
• Projects must include a recreational fishing experience in tidal river,
coastal, ocean or Great Lakes waters; education about marine
science, conservation and fishing regulations; and information on
where how to continue fishing
• Priority given to projects targeted at underserved communities
• Administrative costs to carry out the program are limited to 3%
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