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September 15, 2023 

 

The Honorable Charles Schumer 

Majority Leader 

United States Senate 

S-221, U.S. Capitol 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy  

Speaker 

U.S. House of Representatives  

H-232 U.S. Capitol 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell  

Senate Minority Leader 

United States Senate 

S-230 U.S. Capitol 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries  

Minority Leader 

U.S. House of Representatives  

H-204 U.S. Capitol 

Washington, D.C. 20515

 

Re:  Opposition to H.R. 215 (Valadao) in Title V of House Energy  

& Water Development Appropriations Bill (H.R. 4394) and elsewhere 

 

On behalf of the undersigned fishing organizations and salmon-related businesses across West 

Coast states and the nation, we are writing to express our strongest opposition to H.R. 215 by 

Rep. Valadao (R- CA).   

 

Tails that get chewed
™
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H.R. 215, which has also been attached as Title V to the House Energy and Water Development 

Appropriations bill (H.R. 4394), includes multiple provisions that threaten valuable California 

Central Valley salmon runs and the tens of thousands of jobs and dozens of communities that 

depend on those salmon runs for their livelihoods – spanning commercial and recreational 

fishing, tackle manufacturers and retailers, fish brokers, and marinas. We urge you to oppose 

H.R. 215 as well as any effort to attach all or part of the bill to “must-pass” legislation later this 

year, both because of the numerous concerns we have with the bill as well as the 

inappropriateness of moving such complex legislation outside of regular order.   

 

Central Valley salmon are the backbone of both California’s and coastal Oregon’s salmon 

commercial and recreational fishing industries. Those salmon runs have declined dramatically in 

the past two decades primarily because current Central Valley water policies don’t address the 

needs of salmon, particularly during the recent drought. As a result, the 2023 salmon fishing 

season has been closed entirely in California for only the second time in state history. In 

addition, most of coastal Oregon’s 2023 Chinook ocean salmon fishery has been closed as well, 

since nearly half of the Chinook salmon harvested off Oregon shores come from California 

Central Valley stocks that are disappearing.   

 

In California alone, a healthy salmon fishery could support up to 23,000 jobs and $1.4 billion in 

economic activity. But today, California and Oregon salmon boats are idle, imposing severe 

hardships on fishing businesses, communities and families – including many members of our 

organizations.   

 

Without aggressive actions to increase protections and restoration efforts for California Central 

Valley salmon, the future of salmon jobs in our coastal fishing communities is in dire jeopardy.  

Unfortunately, rather than improve salmon protections, H.R. 215 includes multiple new attacks 

and would further threaten salmon recovery and fishing jobs.  

 

Blocking Science-Based Salmon Protections: In 2019, federal agencies adopted deeply flawed 

Biological Opinions (BOs) for Central Valley fish species protected under the Endangered 

Species Act (ESA), including two stocks of Chinook salmon. While directed fishing is prohibited 

on listed salmon stocks, the ESA protections for listed stocks benefit the non-listed fall-run 

Chinook salmon, for which fishing is carefully regulated. The 2019 BOs ignored the best 

available science, which has led to the collapse of returning salmon in recent years. And they 

also allowed the Bureau of Reclamation to drain all of the cold water from the Shasta reservoir, 

leaving only hot water to be released in the fall spawning season, which cooks salmon eggs 

downstream before they can even hatch.  

 

Following challenges of these BOs in court, federal agencies have acknowledged these flaws 

and begun writing new BOs. However, H.R. 215 would legislatively lock-in the failed and flawed 

2019 BOs, including legislatively mandating the use of only the now-obsolete science behind 

those old BOs, making it nearly impossible for federal agencies to meet their requirement to 

use the best available, science-based protections for salmon that other federal laws require. 
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Additionally, defining what is, and what is not, “best available science” by statute also sets an 

extremely dangerous precedent. 

 

Overriding State Law to Allow the Salmon-Killing Proposed Shasta Dam Raise: The bill would 

also authorize funds for the construction of the salmon-killing proposed Shasta Dam raise. It 

would federally override a state law that currently blocks that project. The proposed dam raise 

would deprive salmon of the high spring flows they need to survive their migration to the ocean 

– subjecting Central Valley salmon to even more of the human-caused low flow conditions that 

have negatively impacted salmon returns in recent years. Nearly all of the water from this 

proposed project would go to a single water district, with just a few hundred farms, not to 

California’s cities. Yet despite these narrow private benefits, H.R. 215 would require taxpayers 

across the nation to help pay for this $1.4 billion project.   

 

Mandating Unsustainable Water Deliveries to a Few at the Expense of the Many: H.R. 215 

would also mandate specified levels of water deliveries for a few agricultural water users, 

regardless of the impacts those deliveries could have on salmon, the environment or other 

water users, and regardless of how much rainfall is actually available.  Such an inflexible water 

distribution policy would only exacerbate the impacts of future droughts on all other water 

users. 

 

Ending Salmon Restoration Activities: Astonishingly, given that two salmon stocks are already 

listed under the ESA, are still struggling in the California Central Valley, and a totally closed 2023 

salmon season, H.R. 215 would legislatively declare federal salmon restoration efforts 

“complete.” Current law requires federal agencies to work to double Central Valley salmon 

returns, supported by a salmon restoration fund financed by those who receive water and 

power from the federal Central Valley Project. Unfortunately, instead of achieving this 

restoration goal, federal failures have led to the further decline of returning salmon.  H.R. 215 

denies this reality entirely by simply legislatively declaring federal salmon restoration efforts 

“complete,” which would end most California salmon restoration efforts and reduce federal 

restoration funds – but reduce salmon restoration payments by the handful of water agencies 

that support the bill.   

 

As mentioned above, H.R. 215 has already been attached as a rider (Title V) to the House 

Energy and Water Development Appropriations bill (H.R. 4394). We expect similar efforts to 

attach this damaging legislation to must-pass bills during this Congressional session.   

 

Salmon fishing businesses depend on a healthy environment. H.R. 215 threatens that 

environment and threatens our jobs. Please oppose the inclusion of H.R. 215, or any of its 

provisions, in any legislation considered by Congress this session.  

 

Sincerely, 
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Glen Spain, J.D. 

Executive Director 

Pacific Coast Federation of 

Fishermen’s Associations 

 

 

Scott Artis 

Executive Director 

Golden State Salmon       

  Association 

 

 

 

Glenn Hughes 

President 

American Sportfishing    

  Association

 

Coastside Fishing Club 

Doug Laughlin, Board of Directors 

California 

 

Bodega Bay Fishermen’s Marketing Assoc. 

Richard Ogg, President  

Bodega Bay, CA 94923 

 

Fishermen's Association of Moss Landing 

Tom McCray, Sec-Treasurer 

Moss Landing, CA 95039 

 

Commercial Fishermen of Santa Barbara 

Chris Voss, President of CFSB 

Santa Barbara, CA 93109 

 

San Francisco Community Fishing Association 

Larry Collins, President 

San Francisco, CA 94133 

 

Coastal Trollers Associations   

Joel Kawahara, President 

Seattle, WA 

  

Morro Bay Commercial Fishermen’s  

  Organization 

Tom Hafer, President 

Morro Bay, CA 93442 

 

Alaska Longline Fishermen’s Association                          

Linda Behnken, Executive Director 

Sitka, AK 99835 

 

Golden Gate Fisherman Association 

Brian Magaline, Board Secretary 

San Rafael, CA 94901 

 

 

Pro-Troll Fishing Products 

Dick Pool, Owner 

Concord CA 94520 

 

California Sportfishing Protection Alliance 

Chris Shutes, Executive Director 

Groveland, CA 95321 

 

Monterey Bay Fisheries Trust 

Melissa M. Mahoney, Executive Director 

Santa Cruz CA 95060 

 

F/V Salty Lady Sportfishing  

Jared Davis, Owner/Captain  

Sausalito, CA 94965 

 

F/V New Rayann 

John Atkinson, Owner/Operator 

Corte Madera, CA 

 

F/V Autumn Gale 

Larry Collins, Barbara Emley 

San Francisco, CA 94133 

 

F/V Genki 

Kenneth Clark 

Pebble Beach, CA 93953 

 

F/V Langosta II 

Jeff and Lori French    

Morro Bay, CA 93443 

 

F/V Lovely Martha Sportfishing 

Michael Rescino, Owner/Operator 

San Francisco, CA 94133 
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F/V Karen Jeanne 

Dick and Laurie Ogg 

Bodega Bay, CA 94923 

 

F/V Hog Heaven 

Pam Schmeiser, Owner/Operator 

Sausalito, CA 94965 

 

F/V Reel Magic Sportfishing 

Jeff and Kim Berger, Owner/Operators 

Bodega Bay, CA 94923 

 

F/V Bev A 

Daniel Thoresen   

Morro Bay, CA 93443 

 

F/V Linda 

Don Welborn   

Morro Bay, CA 93443 

 

F/V Cash Flo 2 

Mike Hudson 

Berkeley, CA 

 

F/V Tern 

Thomas Stinnett-Brown 

Bodega Bay, CA 

 

F/V Karolee 

Joel Kawahara, Owner/Operator 

Seattle, WA 

 

F/V Ruth Ann II, F/V Diba's Ark, F/V Rose Lynn 

Wild Local Seafood Co. 

Ben Hyman, Owner 

Ventura, CA 93001 

 

F/V Aleutian Storm 

Chris Fox, Owner/Operator 

San Francisco, CA 

 

F/V Lucky Six Sportfishing 

Brian Magaline, Owner/Operator 

Tiburon, CA 

 

 

North Wind Outfitters  

F/V Sundance 

Capt. RJ Waldron, Owner 

San Francisco Bay Area, CA 

 

F/V Mooch Better Fishing 

Captain Duane Winter, Owner/Operator 

Half Moon Bay, CA 94019 

 

International Sportsmen's Expositions 

Brian J. Layng, CEO and President 

Vancouver, WA 98687 

 

Winnemem Wintu Tribe 

Caleen Sisk, Tribal Chief 

Redding, CA 

 

Pacific Catch 

Michael Scaglione, Owner 

Auburn, CA 95602 

 

Salmon Stamp Committee 

Mike Ricketts 

Sacramento, CA 

 

Northwest Sportfishing Industry Association 

Liz Hamilton, Executive Director 

Oregon City, OR 97045 

 

San Francisco Baykeeper 

Julia Dowell, Field Investigator and   

  Community Advocate 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 

Institute for Fisheries Resources 

Glen Spain, NW Regional Director 

San Francisco, CA 94129 

 

Save Auburn Ravine Salmon and Steelhead 

Jack Sanchez, Executive Director 

Auburn, CA 95604 

 

USAFishing.com 

Mike Aughney, Founder 

Sebastapol, CA 

 



6 

 

Freelance Outdoor Writer 

Hunt Conrad 

Healdsburg, CA 

 

Kokanee Power 

Gary Coe, Conservation Leader 

Folsom, CA 

 

California Water Impact Network 

Tom Stokely, Board Director 

Stockton, CA 

 

Center For Watershed Sciences 

Bill Bennett, Emeritus Senior Researcher 

Bodega Bay, CA 

 

Yellow Ferry Harbor 

Chris Tellis, Harbormaster  

Sausalito, CA 

 

Pistolero Fishing Charters 

Jose' R. Montes, Charter Captain (Retired) 

Silicon Valley, CA 

 

Squidme Fishing Tackle and Apparel 

Vergil Chaddock, Owner 

San Francisco Bay Area, CA 

 

Princess Seafood Market 

Heather Sears, Owner 

Fort Bragg, CA 95437 

 

Get Hooked Seafood 

Kim Selkoe, CEO 

Santa Barbara, CA 

 

Real Good Fish 

Mark Alan Lovewell, CEO 

Moss Landing, CA 95039 

 

Bayside Marine 

Todd Fraser, Owner 

Santa Cruz, California 95062 

 

 

 

California Striped Bass Association 

Capt. James Cox, President 

Sacramento, CA 95267 

 

California Striped Bass Association-Isleton  

  Delta Chapter 

Kenneth L. Baccetti, President 

Rio Vista, CA 

 

West Delta Chapter of California Striped Bass  

  Association 

Roger Mammon, President 

Antioch, CA 94509 

 

Fish On Sportfishing 

F/V Sara Bella 

Captain Tom Joseph, Owner 

San Jose, CA 95157 

 

Diablo Valley Fly Fishing Club 

Steve Spiller, President 

Walnut Creek, CA 94596 

 

Shaun's Guide Service 

Shaun Rainsbarger, Owner/Guide 

Grass Valley, CA 

 

Mike's Guide Service 

Mike Rasmussen, Owner 

Red Bluff, CA 

 

Owner American Corporation 

Tony Shitanishi 

Vice President of Sales and Marketing 

Costa Mesa, CA 92626 

 

F/V Mega-Bite 

Monterey Bay Charters 

Santa Cruz Charters 

Captain Tom Dolan, Owner 

Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

 

Pro-Troll Fishing Products 

Sandy Personette 

Hercules, CA 
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Crescent City Sport Fishing 

Brad Miller 

Crescent City, CA 

 

Manzanita BioNatives 

Jed Wheeler, CEO 

California 

 

Bodega Tackle 

F/V Iron Maiden II 

Kennith Brown, Owner 

Petaluma, CA 

 

Fishing Guide and Consultant 

Garry Palmer, Owner 

Santa Rosa, CA 

 

Monterey Fish Market 

Paul Johnson, Seafood Distributor 

San Francisco, CA 

 

Kittle's Outdoor and Sport Co. 

Pat Kittle, Owner 

Colusa, CA 

 

Charter Boat Skipper 

Ron Ness, Owner/Operator 

San Rafael, CA 

 

Outer Limits Charters 

Jim Robertson, Owner/Operator 

San Rafael, CA 

 

G. Pucci & Sons, Inc. 

Angelo Pucci, CEO 

Brisbane, CA 94005 

  

Roy R Gray, LLC 

Roy Gray, Owner 

Auburn, CA 95603 

 

CG Tech 

Sam Savinovich, Consultant 

Sacramento, CA 

 

 

Dixon Boat and Fishing Club 

Bill Griffith, Chairman of the Board 

Dixon, CA 95620 

 

Oregon Anglers Alliance 

Leonard Krug, President 

Gold Beach, OR 97444 

 

North Coast Rivers Alliance 

Frank Egger, President 

Fairfax, CA 94930 

 

Nautilus Excursions 

Ron Koyasako, Owner 

San Francisco, CA 

 

Sea Hawk Sport Fishing  

Jake Mitchell, Owner/Operator 

Shelter Cove, CA 

 

Carmel River Steelhead Association 

Steve Park, President 

Monterey, CA 93942 

 

Half Moon Bay Sportfishing, Inc. 

Robert and Sherry Ingles, Owners 

Halfmoon Bay, CA 

 

Gatecrasher Fishing Adventures 

Zach Medinas 

Pittsburg, CA 

 

Morton and Associates 

Vance Staplin, Sales 

Citrus Heights, CA 

 

Reel Time Charters 

Phil Havlicek, Owner/Operator 

Sausalito, CA 

 

Water4fish 

Peter Douglas 

San Mateo, CA 
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Press Searchlight 

Damon Arthur, Press 

Point Reyes, CA 

 

Patent Attorney 

Pete Tormey, Lawyer 

Pleasant Hill, CA 

 

Red Bluff Lodge 

Bill Divens 

Red Bluff, CA 

 

Riptide Charters 

Bill Smith, Owner/Operator 

Half Moon Bay, CA 

 

Professional Guide Service 

Dave Jacobs, Owner 

Redding, CA 96049 

 

Shimano America 

Kekoa Spens, Regional Manager 

Ladson, SC 29456 

 

Hi's Tackle Box 

Jonah Li 

South San Francisco, CA 

 

Golden State Sport Fishing 

Joey Gamez, Owner 

Tracy, CA 

 

Eagle Claw Fishing Tackle 

Denver, CO 80216 

 

OKUMA Tackle 

Doug Lasko, Manufacturer 

Ontario, CA 

 

Fisherman's Warehouse 

Alan Fong, Manger 

Sacramento, CA 

 

Kokanee Power 

Mark Hall, Director 

Sacramento, CA   

C-Gull Charters 

Dan Wong, Owner 

Emeryville, CA 

 

Coyote Bait and Tackle 

Denise Bradford 

Morgan Hill, CA 

 

Caito Fisheries 

Jim Caito, Owner 

Fort Bragg, CA 

 

Fisherman's Friend 

Jeremy Grimes 

Lodi, CA 

 

Outdoor Writer 

Craig Hanson, Press 

San Francisco, CA 

 

AFTCO 

Santa Ana, CA 92707 

 

Bullet Weights 

Alda, NE 68810 

 

Cumings Nets 

Otisville, MI, 48463 

 

Dakota Lithium 

Seattle, WA 98108 

 

Don Coffey Company, LLC 

San Clemente, CA 92673 

 

Engel Coolers 

Jupiter, FL 33458 

 

Farwest Sports Inc. 

Gabe Miller 

Fife, WA 98424 

 

Ostrach Consulting 

David Ostrach, Owner 

Woodland, CA 
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D's Garden and Tackle 

Darren and Cathy Nelson, Owners 

Fort Bragg, CA 

 

Yakima Bait 

Dan McDonald, CEO 

Granger WA 98932 

 

Grady-White Boats 

Greenville, NC 27834 

 

G-Ratt Baits 

Durham, CA, 95938 

 

Major League Fishing 

Benton, KY 42025 

 

Mason Tackle 

Otisville, MI 48463 

 

Red Bluff Sporting Goods 

Steve Dyke 

Red Bluff, CA 

 

England Marine Supply 

Chris Hegnes 

Crescent City, CA 

 

England Marine Supply 

Kurt Englund, President 

Astoria, OR 

 

Brag About Sportfishing 

Paul Marshall, President 

Northern Calif, CA 

 

National Marine Manufacturers Association 

Chicago, IL 60603 

 

Advance Tackle 

Margaret Song 

Sacramento, CA 

 

Northland Fishing Tackle 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

 

National Professional Anglers Association 

Greenville, OH  45331 

 

PACP, Inc.  

Novato, CA, 94945 

 

Pitman Creek Wholesale, LLC. 

Stanford, KY 40484 

 

PRADCO Fishing  

Birmingham, AL 35201 

 

Premier Sales Solutions, LLC. 

Atascadero, CA 93422 

 

Rapala VMC  

Minnetonka, MN 55343 

 

Seaguar  

Louisville, KY 40209 

 

Simms Fishing Products 

Bozeman, MT 59718 

 

Spearpoint Performance Hooks  

Visalia, CA 93292 

 

Tackle Direct 

Egg Harbor Township, NJ 

 

F/V Gradyator 

William Hennessey, Owner/Operator 

Central Valley, CA 

 

Temple Fork Outfitters  

Grand Prairie, TX 75050 

 

Yamaha  

Buena Park, CA 90620 

 

Z-Man Fishing Products, Inc.  

Ladson, SC 29456 

 

Ray Warthen 

Owner/Operator 

Bethel Island, CA 94511 
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F/V Boy2Sea 

David Burke, Boat Owner 

California 

 

Dixon Boat and Fishing Club 

F/V #80 

Teri A. Rice 

Vacaville, CA 95620 

 

Patricia Ziobro 

Owner/Operator 

Bethel Island, CA 94511 

 

Commercial Morro Bay 

Robert Maharry 

Morro Bay, CA 

 

Des Jardins Consulting 

Deirdre Des Jardins, Conservation Analyst 

Santa Cruz, CA 

 

F/V Fourc’s 

William Cook, Owner/Operator 

Moss Landing, California 

 

Blue Fisheries Inc. 

F.V Brita Michelle 

Bill Blue, Owner/ President 

Morro Bay CA 93465 

 

Garrigan Seafood Co. 

F/V Dominique Rose 

Joseph Garrigan, Owner/Operator 

Santa Barbara, CA 

 

Aqua Flies, LLC 

Doug Brutocao, Owner 

Sebastopol, CA 

 

Sea Hunt 

Greg Fiser, Owner 

California 

 

F/V Sea RV 

Pat Negroni, Owner/Operator 

Dixon, CA 

F/V Fishues 

Deva Sherman, Owner/Operator 

California 

 

F/V Y-Weight CA 1092 

John Rubins, Owner/Operator 

Vallejo, CA 

 

F/V Pioneer 

Thomas H. Peters, Owner/Operator 

Eureka, CA  95503 

 

Terry Trumbull, Adjunct Professor Emeritus 

Environmental Studies Dept. 

San Jose State University 

 

F/V Destiny 

James and Jolene Colomy, Owner/Operator 

Santa Barbara, CA 

 

Spawn Fly Fish 

Josh Phillips, CEO and President 

Ilwaco, WA 98624 


