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e American Sportfishing Association and recreational fishing partn ers present

the following recommendations for the next Presidential Administrat ion and

the next two Congresses. These recommendations promote conservati on efforts
for our nation’s waterways, support local economies, and enhance access for the

57.7 million Americans who participate in recreational fishing.

This document was a collaborative effort by a group of recreational fishing
industry, conservation, and community stakeholders. This group’s mi ssion is
to support science-based conservation, growth in trade and commerce,
increase education and access, and advocate for and protect the rights of
American anglers.

We urge the next Administration and next two Congresses to consider and
adopt the following recommendations. We look forward to working with you
to deliver on these priorities.

This memorandum is endorsed by the following organizations:
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Introduction . | A Partnership Proposal

4GETGCVKQPCN ,UJKPI KU QPG Q CT 6JG TGETGCVKQPCN ,UJKPI EQOOWP K VjshClimEGiG N
and accessible ways to connect the public, RQUKVKQPU HQEWUGF QP DQVJ HTG UJlLYIEEEEREIERE"™g
especially diverse audiences, to the outdoors. = URQTV,UJ GSWKROGPV GZEKUG VCZGU VQ KPEVTG\C
Our community is working hard to ensure \ y conservation, angler access, and aquatic invasive species management.
that the sport continues for generations to ‘ 9KVJ VIG UWRRQTV QH VJIG #FOKPKUVTCVKQP VJG
come. The number of recreational anglers in - ; o . i - o

_ . o \ grow our economic contributions, while providing a wholesome, traditiona |
the U.S. has steadily grown, today 57.7 million ; N\

recreational activity that supports a sustainable outdoors.

#OGTKECPU RCTVKEKRCVG KP TC | ‘ I
6JG URQTV,UJKPI KPFWUVT[ EW . p
over $148 billion dollars in economic output and
supports over 900,000 jobs.?

IWT ,UIJGTKGU TGUQWTEGU CTG
trust and conserved through sound state and
federal laws and policies, supported by funding
HTQO CPINGTU CPF VJG URQTV,
Fishing activity across the nation supports the
economy, connects people to the outdoors, and
provides substantial funding for conservation.
6JTQWIJ ,UJKPI NKEGPUG RWTEJ
VCZGU CPF FKTGEV FQPCVKQPU
HKUJKPI EQOOWPKV[ EQPVTKDW
$1.8 billion toward aquatic resource

conservation each year.?

1 RBFF Special Report on Fishing 2024
22023 Economic Contributions of Recreational Fishing: U.S. Congre ssional
Districts Report. Southwick Associates



NATIONAL CONSERVATION FUNDING

National Conservation Fundmg Reauthorization of the Sport Fish Restoration
and Boating Trust Fund

'XGT[ [GCT GZEKUG VCZGU EQNNGEVGF HTQO URQGN ,EQRRT KCSW
JWPFTGFU QH OKNNKQPU QH FQNNCTU KP EQPUGTXA&RQP HWPF

Adeqguate and Dedicated Funding for
Federal Land Management Agencies s Bt Pk D1 e b et e e 2

Federal land management agencies perform critical conservation work desp ite QH ,UECN [GCT VQ EQPVKPWG KVU JKIJ NGXGNWHQ@WUBCTVRC
lagging funding authorization levels. Outdoor recreation contributes 2 .2% to U.S. aquatic resources conservation and boating access, angling and boating parti cipation by

Y&2 [GV QPN[ TGEGKXGU QH HGFGTCN HWPFKPI s PGCTN[ Z FNREBRVEPEIGEKDP QEYKNR UCHGV[ RTQITCOU OCTKRBEE@PF XJBRCV .(
Agencies including the US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Forest Service, US Arny Corp EQCUVCN TGUVQTCVKQP GHHQTVU # EQNNGEVWXQPGPHE YTHAIRIO C
of Engineers, Bureau of Land Management, National Park Service, National Mari ne the fund, known as the Angling and Boating Alliance, is developing recommendat ions

Fisheries Service and NOAA Sanctuaries rely on adequate funding for public land for the upcoming reauthorization, including addressing the lost revenue fr om third-party
OCPCIGOGPV CPF CEEGUU ,UJGTKGU UVQEM CUUG G PV U CEE W Tekelplaae {aglitateygallpginoefor the sale of products direct from overse as to U.S.

,UJ JCDKVCV TGUVQTCVKQP CPF OQTG 6JG $KRCKYKUMP +PHTCUVTWRVPWW® GAY KNV I@WE CP[ GZEKUG VCZ EQNNGEVKQRORQKE G RN
Reduction Act were important steps in providing crucial funding to federal land at a competitive disadvantage and results in lost conservation funding.

OCPCIGOGPV CIGPEKGU HQT RTQLGEVU KPENWFKNCN@ RCUUCIG TGR&C%E‘IH’]%H(%HOH:PF EQC

resiliency infrastructure. However, with increased climate threats and d evelopment _ _ _ , _ _ L
threatening marine and freshwater ecosystems, more support and funding is requi red. .Support the Angling and Boating Alliance’s recommendations forya¢iauthorization of the Sport

Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund
3 BEA. Outdoor Recreation Satellite Account, U.S. and States, 2022

Recommendations:

.Support robust funding for federal land management and natwatacesgencies. ¥ 1 Enhanced Fundlng for State _.
recreational fshing community inciude: T ) Led Collaborative Conservation

° The National Fish Habitat Partership (NFHP) ~ C RTKOG GZCORNG QH C ) State Wildlife Action Plans are the blueprints for conserving
program that delivers a strong return on investment to the nation. NFHP is a ne twork of R’ o A VIJG PCVKQPoOU ,UJ YKNFNKHG CPF VJGKT JCD
state and local partners dedicated to conserving and restoring aguatic res ources across S ) y implementation of these p,Ians is led by state and territorial

the country. ,UJ CPF YKNFNKHG CIGPEKGU KP EQNNCDQTCV

o Fish hatcheries, which are necessary for providing recreational opportunities at stock ed 4 | ‘ ) ST HGFGTCN CIGPEKGU VTKDGU WPKXGTUKVKGU
lakes and streams, food security, conserving threatened and endangered s pecies and i “ = X i and wildlife enthusiasts. With adequate funding, these plans can

mitigating impacts of federal water development projects address the needs of at-risk species and habitats before they become listed as threa tened or

o Everglades restoration funding 6JG (NQTKFC '"XGTINCFGU CTG XK N\ GCNVJ[G}:Jﬂ:@T:)Iﬁ@tFGF YJKEJ KU OQTG EQUV GHHGEVKXGXGPEQRHGN & DKVEKC
habitat, and water quali'ty. Restoration efforts _have been ongoing and a re successful, - KU IQQF HQT YKNFNKHG IQQF HQT JCDKVCV IQQF HQT VCZRCI[G
hquever more support is needed to ensure thls ec_osystem is consgrved. !n FY 24, $425 - ~ | QWT EQOOWPKVKGU $[ UWRRQTVKPI DKQFKMG TPEVY KNEDIKWHGY JT
ggfensrivfgs gff;or\;iﬁ()fgr4lzverglades restoration with the FY25 president ial budget - SWAPs play a crucial role in maintaining wildlife populations and the ecologica | balance

' S needed for resilient landscapes. While strongly bipartisan legislative eff orts to fully fund
* Presidential Budget FY25 - e SWAP’s, such as the proposed Recovering America’s Wildlife Act, have failed to b e realized,
: the Administration and Congress should continue to pursue increased fundi ng for SWAP’s.

Recommendation:
.Support fully funding State Wildlife Action Plans




Marine Fisheries Policy Proposals

T ——

(GFGTCN OCTKPG ,UJGTKGU KP
are regulated by NOAA Fisheries and eight
Regional Fisheries Management Councils.
Historically, preference has been given to the
EQOOGTEKCN ,UJKPI KPFWUVT]
industry is an afterthought and saddled with
antiquated, commercial-focused, management
RNCPU CPF KPCEEWTCVG FCVC
JCU C EQPUKFGTCDNG ,PCPEKC
CPF UVCDKNKV[ QH OCTKPG ,UJ(
due credit for our role in conservation and
sustainability.

# EWNVWTG UJKHV CV VJG JKIJG
management is required to recognize the
KPJGTGPV XCNWG QH TGETGCVK
angling is one of the most popular recreational
activities in the country with 13.8 million
Americans participating, contributing over 40
billion dollars to the economy, ° despite being
TGURQPUKDNG HQT QPN] RGTEG—PV Q
JCTXGUV YKVJ EQOOGTEKCN UJKP '
the remaining 98 percent). ¢ Saltwater recreatlonal W'
,UJKPI

KU GURGEKCNN] KORQTV

rural and tribal communities. Many of these
communities are dependent on recreational
,ZUJKPI PQV LWUV HQT VQWTKU Que
the cultural and traditional ties that recreational '
,UJKPI TGRTGUGPVU

#EEGUU VQ OCTKPG ,UJGTKGU KU (
variable in ensuring communities have a thriving
TGETGCVKQPCN ,UJKPI GEQPQO]J[ #
FCVC KU NKOKVKPI ,UJKPI QRRQTYV
managers build precaution into regulations

VQ CEEQWPYVY HQT FCVC WPEGTVCK
where poor data are limiting access include

South Atlantic Red Snapper, which has been

limited to a one-day recreational season

even though stock assessments show the

population at record levels of biomass, and on

VIG 9GUV % QCUV SWKNNDCEM TQE
to a highly questionable stock assessment has
TGUWNVGF KP NCTIGUECNG ENQUW
+V KU KORQTVCPV VQ TG GPXKUKQ
OCPCIGOGPY RTQEGUU VQ GPUWTC
accurate data is collected on recreationally
KORQTVCPV ,UJGTKGU CPF VQ CXQ
precautionary management approaches that
WPPGEGUUCTKN[] UVKfG ,UJKPI QR

In the following pages we outline several

OCTKPG ,UJGTKGU RQNKE[ RQUKVK
the incoming Administration implements,

making the successful partnership between

the industry and federal government a priority.

This partnership can lead to successful years

QH UWUVCKPCDNG ,UJGTKGU OCPC
conservation.

52023 Economic Contributions of Recreational Fishing: U.S. Congre ssional
Districts Report. Southwick Associates

8 Comparing NOAA's Recreational and Commercial Fishing Economic Da ta,
Southwick Associates




MARINE PROPOSALS

Improve Data and Access

YOUTH COASTAL FISHING PROGRAM ACT

%IJKNFTGPoU GZRQUWTG VQ TGETGCVKQPCN
, TUV UVGR KP FGXGNQRKPI C NKHGNQPI CRF
conservation and marine stewardship. 86% of anglers

IQ ,UJKPI DGHQTG VY8, AN iQtHe

only federal land or water management agency that

does not have a program to introduce young people

VQ TGETGCVKQPCN ,UJKPI 6JKU #EV ETGCV
dollar grant program within NOAA to take children,

GURGEKCNN|[ VJQUG KP WPFGTUGTXGF EQO(
in the ocean or Great Lakes.

" RBFF Special Report on Fishing. 2023

Recommendation:

.Support the passage of the Youth Coastal Fishing
z) Program Act

OVERHAUL MRIP

The Marine Recreational Information Program (MRIP) is the federal data collecti on system for
TGETGCVKQPCN ,UJKPI *QYGXGT VJKU RTQITCO JCUKPCEEWHRGNGDC
including a recent study that found the program overestimates recreational ¢ atch by 30-40%.8

This has led to inaccurate stock assessments, lower quotas, and shortened seasms, a notable

one being the 2024 one-day red snapper season in the South Atlantic. We recommend a

fundamental shift in the program that relies more heavily on state-led data collect ion systems

where supported by state agencies and interstate .

commissions, such as those that are currently
DGKPI WUGF KP VJG )WNH QH /G
Coast.

8 Evaluating Measurement Error in the MRIP Fishing Effort Survey.

01## (KUJGTKGU 5GTXKEG 1H,EG QH 5EKGP
May 2023

Recommendation:

.Reform MRIP and collaborate with states to
generate more accurate and precise
UHFUHDWLRQDO “VKHULHV GD

MARINE PROPOSALS

Investment in Marine Technologies

WITHDRAW NORTH ATLANTIC RIGHT WHALE VESSEL SPEED RULE
WITH INDUSTRY ON TECHNOLOGY SAFETY SOLUTIONS

6JG TGETGCVKQPCN ,UJKPI EQOOWPKV|[ CFXQEQVEBUQPHGT XIKQRIOW
North Atlantic right whale. The 2022 Amendments to the North Atlantic Right W hale Vessel

Strike Reduction Rule ineffectively applies a broad-brush management ap proach that will be

costly to implement, practically impossible to enforce, and damaging to recre ational boating,

,UJKPI CPF EQCUVCN GEQPQOKGU CNQPI VJG #VQERKFKEBQRCBK(
have technology that can detect NARW in real time and are hard at work at integrating how

that information can be instantaneously communicated to boaters.

Recommendation:

.Withdraw 2022 vessel speed rule and invest in marine technologies thatheduc
risk of vessel strikes.

CREATE A TASK FORCE TO DEVELOP MITIGATION PROTOCOLS
FOR SHARK DEPREDATION

Shark depredation, when a shark bites or consumes the hooked catch as it is being retrie ved,

KU KPETGCUKPI KP RTGXCNGPEG CPF NGCFKPI VQPEQQP WD Q W\
,UIJGTKGU UWUVCKPCDKNKV[ .GIKUNCVKQPEIPW®FWEGKHWRRQT
the Health of Aquatic Systems through Research, Knowledge, and Enhanced Dialogue

(SHARKED) Act, would create a task force to research technologies and other method s that

can reduce the prevalence of shark depredation. We ask that this administration su pport

the SHARKED Act or follow suit and develop a similar task force that is in effect until via ble

solutions are found.

Recommendation:
.Create a task force to research and identify solutions to mitigate sharkidepredat
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MARINE PROPOSALS

Species and Habitat Recovery

ESTABLISH PROCESS FOR CONVERTING DECOMMISSION
PLATFORMS INTO ARTIFICIAL REEFS/ENCOURAGE NOAA T
U vVOTHE ADDINION OFKARTIFICIAL REEFS NATIONALLY/REEF A

#TVK, § ;‘[i’ PU CTG CP KORQTVCPV EQPUGTXCWDKQP
fGZ @%Nd%g ﬁ%&@?’i}gﬁg er waters to offset the effects of coral blea ching,

EC |9|l’E C i V EQPPGEVKXKV[ CPF @G \HIORTQRRVGEKK
YKVJ JKIJ TGGH CH,PKV[ #TVK,EKCN TGGHU GPJCPEG CEEGU
,UIJGTOGP CPF TGETGCVKQPCN FKXGTU YJKNG TBAKBKGXKPI R~
e Vépg\&KPUKFB(?ISXKTQPOGPVCN DGPG,VU QH JGTRKMIWORNTCVG

Q BMUTE WEVWTG HQT URGEKGU QH DQVJ EQTCNU CPF |
The Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement and NOAA should not
only embrace, but also help facilitate the conversion of oil and gas infrastru cture
to a state’s ‘Rigs-to-Reefs’ program. In addition, legislation like the REE F Act,

VICV KFGPVK,GU CFFKVKQPCN QDUQNGVG 0PEKIN XG5
building, should be supported as well.

Recommendation:
.Support the REEF Act and expedite the conversion of oil and gas infastructur

O C T K Pi&stheyRigstxRee) ireorgm.

< = = - v ‘v 1 \ . .
e TP BV ORK U -~
ehe;:‘lrlc _iggh}ve§mSMtaccouﬁfg var=kbility and. _
KR 0<L##6 =TS BT G VK QP CN 9. CTXGUW=E CK/ T GREF T

PV KU RTQITGUUKPI U N QY N DGECWUG WGEIIKEGUKP

) - -~ . : -, - 0 - E

mamagement where: _g’fhaoretlcaj.cat niit, Typicadly im pounds, is project ed befbre the - -
season based on past-catch histories that often dmnét.ré'ptesenti_the current’st atus of the -
stack. Harvest control rules include real-time-information on Stock statu™s and need support

HTQO RQNKE[ OCMGTU VQ EQPVKPWG fGZKDNG & PCIGDIGRY CP

Recommendation: - ol s

.Support the implementation of alternative management approachéaiikest control rules tailored
WR WKH FKDUDFWHULVWLFV RI UHFUHDWLRQDO “VKHULHV

-

SPORTFISHING REPRESENTATION ON REGIONAL FISHERIES
MANAGEMENT COUNCILS
6JG GKIJV 4GIKQPCN (KUJGT[ /CPCIGOGPV %QWPEKBU7RKGGE GG

5VCVGU *QYGXGT VJG EQWPEKNU IGPGTCNNGRFEGAXENM WX EK SNBSS TEKCN ,UJKP -
TGETGCVKQPCN ,UJKPI TGRTGUGPVCVKQP DHENG QU/IKEIAKGN GRJI D MG CTW&R&@&

ERFERCARGC LG ESCKINTRK PG US/ GIES KIPEVA] 6 - W E'E GIUILE QiR U 1 G T K Gl ,;' DGP TP?'&'ﬁMQN BEl-COVERY .__,Q
VIJG EQWPVT[ JCXG C ITGCVGT GEQPQOKE KORCEV ®WP WOG TGIKQ@PWJ CP B\@DCoast sakno\arelhdasily kreatened by a wide range of factors including =

GUVCDNKUJ JGCNVJ[ OCTKPG ,UJGTKGU CPF ICTRAIGRWDKNK K W
ETWEKCN VQ GPUWTG UVTQPI TGETGCVKQPCNCDNKRI TGRTGUGP
UWRRNGOGPVCVKQP QH GPFCPIGTGF UVQEMU KB R U

Recommendation: - TGOQXCN s CPF UQWPF OCPCIGOGPV RNCPU 2CEK,E UCNOG
(QGRUVH HTXLWDEOH UHFUHDWLRQDDO"YKV KRR U HIPUFHDVIHHPW Q W LKRRX RO LW H oKEB QH VIG 2CEK,E 0QTVJYGUV CPF JCXG GZVGP —&g

Gk
i “‘*-a‘ communities and tribes. Support of west coast salmon is critical to healthy a quatic
3 ecosystems, thriving economies, and cultural traditions.

V H Qimatk¢ GHa® e, Gabit& Gdgr@dation, water quality and quantity declines
QP COP¥FI® EQWPEHENGVDCTTKGTU 'HHGEVKXG EQP®TTXCVKA(

e .Support and fund efforts to recover West Coastal salmon.

P‘ Recommendation: T




MARINE PROPOSALS

MARINE MAMMAL MANAGEMENT Freshwater Fisheries Policy Proposals

Pinniped predation in the Columbia River is a leading cause of salmon mortality . Sea lions

target dams where they can easily feed on returning salmon, causing a decline in spawnin g
success and survivability. Funding is requested to mitigate this effect by reducing pin niped
RQRWNCVKQPU KP VJG TKXGT U[UVGO OKNNKQPUMN U \DB/GEGRJ THEETW G U
state natural resource departments and tribes to fund this necessary program.

Recommendation:

.Support annual funding and expanded state authority for the reductionipeg@ipopulations to
conserve salmon populations.




FRESHWATER PROPOSALS FRESHWATER PROPOSALS

Freshwater Legislation Conserving and Accessing Waterways
STRONG CONSERVATION TITLE IN THE FARM BILL SUPPORT THE CONTINUED USE OF TRADITIONAL FISHING TACKLE
The Farm Bill's Conservation Title represents the federal SCIENCE DICTATES OTHERWISE
government’s largest investment in private land and water 6TCFKVKQPCN NGCF ,UJKPI VCEMNG KU CP CQR@ERCDNGV YE&B AN
23g;irr\t/:él?erggrgs?;\;\actkl]%?sprgr?glalz: dwxrza&% til)a;lssltgrr]g used by America’s anglers for over a century. However, our community often faces e fforts
' ' DCP TKEV NGCF ,UJKPI VCEMNG FG URIKY & UC PNC B MQMI
UJGTKGU s YQTMKPI VQ/ UVGO J[RQZKC PKPGVTJXGG)W\?ITHG ‘é§£ pulatlons or the environment, anglers shou Id be able to
CNICN DNQQOU KP VJG /KFYGUV CPF EQPU U hat E/Ep é:{(\é or s best for their needs. Alternatives to lead are not as wi dely
states. Given the scale of the Conservation Title of the Farm CTG IGPGTCNN[ OQTG GZRGPUKXG WAKBVKRP RGVN

$KNN CPfF VJE Tdci)c'\l' CdPF RQVGPVKCN DGPG,VU HQT U%‘éﬁ*ﬁﬂ%%cvp WNENTGFWEG CEEGUU CPF RWV CP WPTGCVUDPCPNG |
access, more focus should be placed on maintaining or improving anglers, particularly those of low-income.

Farm Bill programs for aquatic resources. We ask for support

in developing a strong conservation title that develops and Recommendation:
UVTGPIVIJGPU RTQITCOU VCTIGVKPI CSWCVKE GEQU[UVG@(%§FPLEWU\)‘]|£LT|‘W“I'| EDVHG QDWXUDO UHYQRXWB ANRIHQ R QRN @ W
conservation. VSHFL“F UHVHDUFK VKRZLQJ SRS XODML R \VOHYIHOWNLRYFWYV W
Recommendation:
.Support the development of a strong conservation title in the Farm Bill AQUATlC INVASIVE SPECIES CONTROL
Aquatic invasive species (AIS) have wreaked havoc on our marine and freshwater ecosystems.
ESTABLISH THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER BASIN FISHERY COMMISSION &WG VQ ITQYKPI EQPEGTPU OCP[ QTICPK\CVKQPU EPF EQORCPK

commun doIanhheAISCommsson The Commission published a re port
6JG /KUUKUUKRRK 4KXGT $CUKP KU QPG QH VJG chuwmmmompe CPF ”éyq[} ke 'Ss| ission publ P

[y OWNVKRNG RTKQ'KKJ\X/K((E’UJ NIGR ENNEKIRQ
B e G5re o R A AP I, e o S
t; the en é |on and recruitment of recreational user groups i n preventing
KO R;C EV LJVCVCf; vo OCCI:C |G OhG PV QH VJGUG ,UJGTKWPFERVJ TGUQWTEG tﬁgq:nﬁo%luééwg d\ép gd ofAIS and incentives for harvest of AlS. 1° Further discussion is
sprea ?CLOS:/I. 0z€Nns o s_tategjrls_ ictions, tk_e underway to implement these recommendations, including provide re-aut horization for the
st?tes OI Ct: © '.S’S'.SS'pp'f |v§r Ssm ardg seexing Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force and increased funding and grants for AIS control and
a formal Commission to fund and coordinate prevention (e.g., Asian carp control in the Great Lakes and the Mississippi Ri ver Basin), among

interjurisdictional management, like the
successful cooperative management afforded
other regions of the country through similar
commissions

other priorities.

1 Improving the Prevention, Eradication, Control, and Mitigation of A quatic Invasive Species (AlS) 2023

. - B Recommendation:
2023 Economic Contributions of Recreational Fishing: U.S.
Congressional Districts Report. Southwick Associates .XSSRUW WKH UHFRPPH Q GDWLR Q V RI W KIHV$),[6 V\&LRF\DCP LVVLR Q L

Recommendation:

.Create a Mississippi River Basin Fishery
Commission.




Moving Forward

6JG TGETGCVKQPCN ,UJKBAgikg FWUVT[ CPF VJG

community stands ready to work with the

incoming administration as well as the 119th

and 120th Congresses to further conservation

GHHQTVU HQT OCTKPG CPF HTGUJYCVGT ,UJGTKGU CPF
ITQY VIJG URQTV,UJKPI KPFWUVT[ CPF GEQPQO]

This partnership can be strengthened to give

recreational anglers and the industry a stronger

voice and ensure success in our conservation

and management endeavors.

AMERICAN
SPORTFISHING
. ASSOCIATION

CsSP

— Center for —
Sportfishing Policy

S

COASTAL
CONSERVATION
ASSOCIATION

5RQTV,UJKPI %QOOWPK
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